: 


e Coaſt, We therefore hope and intreat, that you will zealouſly concern your ſelves in 
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< ther Cauſe, but the Liberty given to Separate Traders; which, unleſs remedied in 
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A FOINT-LETTER from the moſt Oonſilerable Proprietors of 
- "the Ifland of Barbadoes, to Colonel Richard Scot, Colonel Ro. 


bert Stewart, Richard Bate, Patrick Mein, and Thomas Ful. 


lerton, Ejqs; and other Friends in England, having Eſtates or 


Intereſts in the ſaid Iſland, touching the Petition which they late- 


Eee b tranſmitted to „ . in to the Honourable Houſe of Commons, 


for having the Trade to Aﬀrica carried on by a Gompany of a ſuf- 


ficient Jom-Stock ; together with their Reaſons ſubjoin'd. 


| Barbadoes, Auguft 1709: 


- Gentlemen, 


* 1 King ſenſible that, both by Intereſt and Inclination, you are all en ap'd to do 


« , Good to this Iſland, We think it indiſpenſibly neceſſary (and a Reſpect due to 
204 your Characters, to acquaint you) that we have ſigned a Petition to the Ho- 
* — nourable Houſe of Commons, repreſenting, that unleſs the Trade to Africa 


« he carried en by a Company of a ſufficient Joint- Stock, We have not the leaſt ground 
to expect that we ſhall have either a ſufficient Number of Slaves imported here; or at 
« ſuch Rates as we may be able to purchaſe them, even in time of Peace. By which 
1 Misfortune We ſhall not be in a Condition to ſupport our Plantations. And we are by 
. Experience gonvinc'd, that the late high Prices given for Negroes has riſen from no o- 


ime, is like to prove fatal, not only to us, but to the Britiſb Trade upon the aforeſaid 
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Thomas Beckles 


Bince, in all Petitions of a publick Nature, the ſeveral Qualities and Characters of 
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the Perſons, and not the Number of Hands ſubſcribing, is to be regarded, eſpecially in 


this Caſe ; it is thought neceſſary to inform the Honourable Houſe of Commons, that the 


Subſcribers to this Letter and the Petition therein menttioned, are Gentlemen of the beſt 


| Characters and Eſtates in Barbadoes, and are now- Proprietors and Owners of at leaſt two 


thirds of all the Land and Negroes in that Iſland: But the other Petition that came from 
thence by the Intereſt of the Separate Traders, is ſign'd moſtly by a number of mean, in- 


ferior Perſons, who have no manner of Plantations in the Iſland ; as the Gentlemen now 


here in England, to whom the aforeſaid Letter is addreſſed, and who have Conſiderable ' 
Eſtates in the ſame Iſland, can eaſily diſtinguiſh. So that the one being the effect of a 
free Choice, from a due Conſideration of their own Intereſt; and the other being the ef- 


fett of a ſervile Compliance, in a Matter that was indifferent to them, as having little 
or no Intereſt in the Plantations; it is hoped that the Wiſdom of the Parliament will 


"have regard to them accordingly, F | 
hben, as to the ſeveral Reaſons which directed the Choice of thoſe Gentlemen above- 
.vam'd, in their petitioning for having their Trade to Africa catried on in the Method 


of : Company, having a ſufficient Joint-Stock ; they were probably theſe, and ſuch as 
theſe: | | Vets g 

I. While the Trade to Africa remain'd under the ſole Management and Direction of 
the Royal- African- Company, before the Revolution, they purchas'd Negroe- Slaves on the 
Coalt of Africa, at about 37. per Head; and fold theſe again in the Plantations from 
13 J. to 164 per Head, whereas ever ſince the Interlopers made Infractions on the Privi- 
leges of the Company's Charter; and more eſpecially ſigce the Permiſſion granted to 
them in the Lear 1697, by which the Trade has been laid open; the Prices of Negroes 
have (by reaſon of interfering Intereſts, and a dif-concerred Management of the Wo 
ariſen gradually to ſuch a height, that as there is no purchaling of them now on the Coa 
of Guinea, fot leſs than about 8 or 104. per Head at leaſt ; ſo theſe have been ſold again at 
Burbadbes, from 25 l. to about 40 /.-per Head; and at the Leeward Iſlands from 40 J. to 600. 
per Head: Nor have the Plantations been, of late Years, ſupply'd with ſufficient Num- 
bers of Negroes, even at any rate; and that merely by reaſon of the great Diſcourage- 
ments which the Company have met with in their Trade, ſince the ſame has been laid 
open, as aforeſaid} The truth of the Premiſſes will appear by the Company's Accounts 
f Sales (which are upon Oath) whatever may be ſalſly ſuggeſted to the contrary ; and 


"likewile by particular Certificates from the principal Planters and Inhahitants of choſe 
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II. As the Royal-African-Company, and their Predeceſſors, may not improperly be 


eſteemed to have been inſtead of a Parent and nurſing Mother to the Britiſh Planta- 
tions in America, as contributing extremely to the firſt Foundation and Increaſe of that 
which renders them now fo conſiderable to this Kingdom; ſo the Planters may very 
juſtly be ſuppoſed to think, from the courſe of their own Obſervation and Experience, 
that their real Mother, the Company (if in prower) may itill have a more natural 
and tender regard to their Welfare and Intereſt, than any new Supervenient Sett of 


tranſient and unconſtant ſeparate Traders, Who (for many Reaſons that may be given) can 


be reckon'd, at beſt, but as a Step-Mother to theſe Plantations; and conſequently not ſo 


mindfuloof their Intereſt. cos r 3k 

III. A Company with a Joint-Stock, and having the ſole Management of the Trade to 
Africa, may eaſily give ſuch concerted, regular and uniform Orders, Directions and In- 
ſtructions to their ſeveral ſubordinate Officers, Agents and Servants, both at Home and A- 
broad, as may unqueltionably, by degrees, bring down the Prices of Negroes on the 


\ 
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Coaſt of Guinea; and. ſuch Company l by much, à greater regard to perpetuity, 
1 


than we can ſuppoſe any tranſient ſeparate Frader can have, will till of courſe, find it 
their own Intereſt to fell theſe Negroes again in the Plantations at proportionable A- 
batements of the Prices; becauſe indeed by encouraging the Planters, they not only 


enable them to be conſtant Purchaſers, but like wiſe good and ſure Payers: And the con- 


ſtant Practice of the Reyal. African- Company, while they enjoy'd the excluſive Privileges of. 
their Charter, is an antecedent proof thereof. Wee 
IV. 'Tis very certain, that neither the Royal- African-Company, nor the Britiſh Plantati- 

ons in America, were ever in more proſperous  Circumftances than when the Company 


truſted the Planters, from time to time, with conſiderable number of Negroes, to tlie 


value of many thouſands of Pounds, until they could conveniently pay the ſame, to the 

mutual Satisfaction and Advantage of both Parties, yea, probably out of the Froduoe of 
the Labours of thoſe very Negroes themſelves : But neither the Inclinations or private 
Interelts of ſeparate Traders can prompt them to purſue ſuch generous and nationel Ends, 
as a Company with a Joint-Stock muſt unavoidably have in their View, of courſe, 
as thg beſt means of (preſerving and promoting their own Intereſts: For, as hut very few 
or none of the private Traders (except ſuch of them as have the benefit of Commiſſions 


and Commiſſion-Houſes) do conſtantly follow and perſevere in the African dy cs ſo 
rn ey: | | neither 
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neither have they any Conſideration in View, but merely a little ſelfiſh preſent Gain ; 
Without any regard to the Intereſt of the Planters : Yea, moſt of them who went one 
Voyage (or ſometimes two at moſt) have ſeldom or never gone another; as may be 
ſeen by their ſeveral Entries in the Cuftom-Houſe-Books : So that their having perhaps 
previoully reſolved not to return again, either to the Coaſt of Africa, or the Plantations, 
_ * any pretty indifferent of any Impolition that they may have left behind them in 
thoſe Parts. | 

V. Well ! But ſuppoſing that the Separate Traders had both Capacity and Incli- 
nation to truſt the Planters, from Year to Year; what then? why truly, if by any 
unforeſeen Accident, the Planter ſhould happen t# fail in making his Payments, pre- 
ciſely at the reſpective times agreed upon; We cannot reaſonably ſuppoſe but that, in 
ſuch caſe, all the Separate Traders who truſted him, would immediately commence 
Actions againſt him; and each of them having a different Intereſt, and conſequently 
contending for a Preſence, the Planter's Eſtate would of Courſe be torn in Pieces, by 
theſe Tranſient Intertering Traders: Whereas were he in the Hands only of one uni- 
ted Company having the fole Management of che Trade; the Company would (for 
their own fake) have the ſame tender regard to the Preſervation and Recovery of the 
Planter's Intereſt, as commonly a Landlord has to that of a Tennent who owes him 
ſome Arrears of Rent, and will not (for fear of turning his own Lands Waite) profe- 
2 him with that rigidity that any other Tranſient and Iadifferent Creditor will 

ny 
VI. While the Trade to Africa is carried on, in any open Method whatſoever, the 
Planters can have no reaſonable Security that they will be ſupply'd with ſufficient Num- 
bers of Negroes even at any Rate whatſoever ; nor can it be poſſible for them to know 
againſt whom they ſhould exhibit their Complaints, for not ſupplying them duely ; 
becauſe no Separate Trader is bound to trade longer or for more Stock than he thinks 
fit. But if the Company were eſtabliſh'd excluſive, they may be obliged, to make all 
neceſſary Proviſion, from time to time, for ſupplying the Plantations with ſufficient 
Numbers of Negroes, on reaſonable Terms, ſo as c in ſame may be for the mutual Se- 
curity, lntereit and Advantage of all Parties concern'd. 

Then, as to the Separate Trader's vain and empty Clamour, concerning a pretended 
Monopoly , when the Trade is carried on by a Joint-Stock it is equally Frivilous and Ri- 
diculous. Yea it may be ealily made Evident, evea to a moral Certainty, that while 
the Trade to Africa is continued open, in any notional Shape whatſoever, the unavoid- 
able Conſequences thereof do and ſtill muſt prove a pernicious Monopoly in the Hands 
of about a Dozen of private Traders, having the ſole Benefit of Commiſſions and 
Cemmiſſion-Houſes, &c. and plainly otherwayes if it were committed to the liberal 
Care, Tuition and uniferm Management of above 1000 Joint-Advegturers who , 
to compaſs their own Ends, mult unavoidably of Courſe, imploy conſtantly 
a Stock of 4 or 500000/7. and ſeveral Thouſands of Hands, in carrying on and im- 
proving the ſaid Trade to any certain Advantage. And, in ſuch Caſe, it will be 
imply impoſſible for them to improve their own Intereſt, without Communicatin 
and Diftuting the many Advantages thereof through the whole Circle of the Trade of 
Great Britain” © | By: 

So therefore *tis hop'd that Clamour, Calumny and Scandalous empty Pretences, 
our of Jo be allowed:to take Place againſt ſo many Weighty Arguments in Fa- 


vour of a Joint- Stock- Company, founded upon Reaſon, Experience and the Univerſal 
Practice of all other European Nations Trading to Africa. 
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A Letter from the moſt Con- 


ſiderable Proprietors of the 
- Mand of Barbadves, to the ſe- 
vetal Pe rſons in Great Britain 


intereſted in the ſaid land, | . 


- requeſting their Application I 
to the Honourable the Houle 2 
of Commons, for Eftabliſh- i 


M the Aricm Trade by 3 1 


int · Stock. | ; 
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